Impact of Mother's Work on the Family
phasis on what further research is needed to provide a sound basis for policy formation.
Review of Recent Research: What Have We Learned?
Before beginning our discussion of recent work on the family, a cautionary comment is required. Even where past research results have provided what appear to be conclusive answers, these must not be treated as definitive. For one thing, many relationships are not true for all subgroups. On the contrary, they often are found to differ between urban and rural groups and among various socioeconomic, ethnic, and racial groups. A number of instances of such differences are cited here. Frequently, research has examined either the dominant group only or the population as a whole, in which case the results are primarily applicable to the dominant group. It has also been common to pool smaller groups, which may bring about misleading results. For instance, it is usual to look at nonwhites. If the characteristics of black and Hispanic women are at opposite extremes, they will appear to be more like those of whites than either is separately. The same problem arises when combining non-Christian, or nonurban people.
The absence of better studies may be caused to some degree by a lack of interest on the part of researchers. More likely, it may reflect the fact that it has been difficult to get an adequate sample size for these groups. A very helpful approach, now adopted by a number of data collectors, is to oversample minorities.
A second reason to view existing results with caution is that a finding made at one time may not be applicable at a different time. This is particularly true during a period when everything from economic conditions and institutional arrangements to people's attitudes and beliefs is changing rapidly. Hence, like women's work, the work of researchers is never done, even in those areas in which past controversies appear to have been resolved.
Labor Force Participation As we have seen, there has been a dramatic increase in the labor force participation of married women, although little change in occupational segregation or in the earnings gap between men and women. At the same time, changes have taken place in the nature of the family as an economic and social institution. We have learned a good deal about the complex relationships between the two, but there also remains much to be explained.position of
